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Wide variety at Student
Academic Conference

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogpsot.com

Over 100 student-made posters were on display for the Student Academic Conference in the CMU on Tuesday.

BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu

MSUM’s best and brightest
have gathered every spring since
1998 for the Student Academic
Conference to present research
projects, papers, speeches and
findings for all of campus to see.
The campus-wide presentation
selection allows all disciplines to
strut their stuff.

“The Future of Time
Perspective”

Dylan O’Brien, a sophomore
psychology major, did one of
his presentations on his findings
on how students are affected
academically
when
they
premeditate their tasks.
“My study was investigating
if there were counteractive
consequences to thinking about
the future too much,” O’Brien
said.
O’Brien related an experiment
using children and marshmallows

as an inspiration. Two groups of
children were offered a plate of
marshmallows and told that if
they waited a set amount of time
without eating the ones in front
of them they would get receive
more marshmallows later as a
reward.
O’Brien was fascinated by
that concept of the reward for
planning or thinking ahead.
O’Brien’s hypothesis was “If
you think about the future in
a negative way at the cost of
the present you’ll have a lower
GPA.”
O’Brien conducted through
a survey of mostly freshman
students on their future thought
processes and grades, and found
out his hypothesis was wrong.
“It was my first experiment and
I didn’t know what I was doing
for a lot of it,” O’Brien said.
He said he has learned from his
mistakes though and is already
planning another project for next

year’s conference.

“Match.com — What’s your
blood type?”
Heather
Sorenson,
a
junior biology major, did her
presentation on blood transfusion.
Her immunobiology class was
assigned chapters to teach to the
class and Sorenson was assigned
a chapter on blood transfusion,
which she was already interested
in.
Sorenson presented information
that broke down different blood
groups, their compatibility and
different parts of the bloodstream.
Sorensen also chose her
topic because of the universal
interest. Outside of the interesting
information, Sorenson said
it affects everyone because
someone they know or they
themselves could need a blood
transfusion someday.

Moorhead, Minn.

Vol. 40 Issue 27

MSUM dominates
Model UN conference
BY ERIC LUNDBERG
lundbeer@mnstate.edu

Decorated with almost 90 percent of the awards, including best
delegation overall, MSUM students are establishing a tradition of
success at the annual Arrowhead Model U.N. conference.
Between April 7 and 10, 24 MSUM students competed against 14
other universities in the upper-Midwest.
For 2011, MSUM represented Iran, Japan, North Korea and Syria
in the Model U.N. The countries were selected randomly, and much
of the past months since early fall had seen continuous practice and
research.
The two MSUM co-presidents, Marissa Peterson and Dominique
Rolando, provided insight into what differentiated MSUM from the
other universities.
Peterson noted how the level of preparation had considerably
increased from last year. They practiced as if they were at the
conference, “wanting everyone to know what to expect.”
“We hammered parliamentary procedure,” Rolando said.
They trained for months, usually only once a week or less, but in the
process it bound them together.
“We wanted to see each other succeed,” Rolando said, and it
motivated them to perform to the best of their ability.
The result of their dedication became apparent with nearly every
award falling to MSUM. The North Korea team received best
delegation with Iran as runner-up; the best keynote address at the
general assembly and the honorable mention went to Moorhead, as
did both best delegate and its runner-up for numerous committees.
Professor Andrew Conteh, the director and founder, thinks the
program “has reached a point where it has become a tradition and
integral part of the curricula.” He pointed out three pillars that have
assisted them greatly: the student boards, the administration and the
political science department.
The benefit the Model U.N. program has had for MSUM students
makes it worth the effort.
It teaches those who participate what lecture-style classes cannot
— the dynamics of human behavior and interactions of opposing
MODEL UN, PAGE 8
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Ad campaign takes top honor at national-qualifying competition
BY JOHN ENGER
engerjo@mnstate.edu

The MSUM advertising
campaign team won the regional
qualifications for the National
Student Advertising Competition
on April 17 for their JC Penney
proposal.
“It’s a two day event,” professor
Jody Mattern said. “The first day
all the teams have a chance to
go to the facility (on the U of M
campus) and practice and make
sure their equipment works and
all that and the next day, all day,
they’re giving their presentations.
At the end of the day we have a
banquet where they give out the
awards.”

The event is the culmination
of a year-long student project
starting fall semester with a
client case study, in this case, JC
Penney, and finishing with a fully
fledged advertising proposal.
“This time our target audience
was women 25 to 34,” Mattern
said. “We were trying to get more
women to shop at JC Penney.
And we figured out right away
in our research that women said,
‘I go there for my kids and my
husband’s stuff, but I would
never go there for me — because
the styles are like my mom used
to wear.’”
The class knew that to reverse
such preconceptions they would

have to go pretty big. They
proposed innovations such as a
special store within JC Penney
just for women in their target age
group. They called it “Evolve,”
based on the idea that women of
that age go through the largest
changes of their lives. They
included interactive mirrors
meant to show a consumers
how they might look in an outfit
without actually trying it on.
They engaged Facebook and
smartphones along with more
traditional media. Even so, the
win was a huge surprise.
“I was shaking so hard I could
barely stand up,” said Jordan
Jeromchek, the team’s copy

director. “I never doubted for a
minute that we could win, but
it never crossed my mind that
it would actually happen — so
surreal.”
Mattern agreed, adding that her
class has come a long way since
last year.
“We took second-to-last last
year,” Mattern said. “That’s the
lowest we’ve ever gotten and I
was just really discouraged and
tried to really think about what I
could do differently in the classes
— tried to make it work better
and we changed up a few things
this year and I think it paid off.”
The changes mainly consisted
of more integrated teamwork and

more use of social media and
smartphones.
The team also won best
brand strategy and best visual
presentation and will be going on
an all expenses paid trip to San
Diego to the national competition.
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ampus
alendar

4.21-4.27

4.21

7:30-9a.m. Provost Search Breakfast with Vice Presidents
10-11a.m. Planetarium
Outreach
9:30a.m.-2p.m. Science Center
Outreach
12-1p.m. Open Forum

4.24 2-3p.m. The People
4.25 9a.m.-12p.m. Charism
7-8p.m. The People
7:30-10p.m. Opera Workshop
4.26 9:30a.m.-2p.m. Science Center
Outraech
10:30a.m.-2p.m. Better Speech
Hearing Month
12-2:30p.m. Volleyball
1:20-2:45p.m. Student
Presentations
5-6p.m. OSA Awards Banquet
4.27 8a.m.-5p.m. After Dark
9:30a.m.-2p.m. Science Center
Outreach
11a.m.-3p.m. LIfe Week
12-6p.m. Book Fair
12-4:30p.m. Fundraiser
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Briefs
News Briefs

MSUM Briefs

U.K. sending
military advisers to
rebels

Panel offers
information on East
Asian religions

With Libyan rebels struggling
to beat back the advance of
loyalist forces, British Foreign
Secretary William Hague says
the U.K. will send about 20
senior military officers to assist
them.
But he said the officers
would not provide arms to the
rebels, but rather would help
them fight the disorganization
and lack of training that has
hampered them.
The rebels have struggled to
make headway or even hold
their ground against the bettersupplied, better-trained forces
loyal to leader Muammar
Gaddafi, except when assisted
by NATO airstrikes.

The East Asian studies program
at MSUM presents the second
of several panel discussions on
Asian life and culture Wednesday,
April 27, at 5 p.m. in Bridges 162.
Representatives of MSUM’s
Chinese Club, Japan Club and
Korea Club will discuss the
religions of East Asian countries
and answer questions from
audience members. The first
discussion in the series took
place in March and dealt with
the educational systems of Asian
countries.
“This
is
an
excellent
opportunity to learn about the
unique culture of East Asia,” said
Chang-Soeng Hong, philosophy
professor at MSUM.
All panel discussions are
free and open to the public.
Free parking is available in any
MSUM lot after 4:30 p.m.
For more information, please
contact Hong at 218.477.2479 or
cshong@mnstate.edu.

Jan Brewer vetoes
birther bill
On Monday, Arizona Gov. Jan
Brewer vetoed two controversial
pieces of legislation — a bill
that would allow guns on
campus and a “birther bill” that
would have required President
Obama and other presidential
candidates to show extensive
documentation to prove they are
U.S. citizens before their names
can appear on the ballot.
Brewer called the guns on
campus bill “sloppily written
and drafted,” noting that it
included no provisions for its
enforcement.
As for the birther bill,
Brewer’s words were harsher,
saying the bill goes “too far.”
“I never imagined being
presented with a bill that
could require candidates for
president of the greatest and
most powerful nation on earth
to submit their ‘early baptismal
or circumcision certificates.’”

Student photo
exhibit
Cecilia
Mafla-Bustamante
invites the MSUM community
to the opening of “Galapagos,
Islas Encantadas” photography
exhibition.
Mafla-Bustamante is a professor
of languages and cultures, and a
participant in the studies abroad
trip to the Galápagos Islands,
Ecuador, during the spring break
2011.
Meet
the
participant
photographers at the opening
reception Friday, April 29 from 7
to 8:30 p.m. at the Art Connection,
520 Broadway, Fargo.
The exhibit will be at the gallery
April 29 to May 14. Gallery hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Saturday.

$3.00

BOMBS
ALL THE TIME

2-4-1
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ALLOpen
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Security Update
Director of Public Safety

Greg Lemke

Suspicious activity was
reported between Weld and
Lommen on April 14. A cigarette
butt started leaves smoldering
but were quickly extinguished
upon arrival.
The fire alarm in Dahl
sounded on April 14. The alarm
went off due to burnt food and
the Moorhead Fire Department
performed a reset.
A suspicious male was
reported in Nelson on April 15
but was unable to be located.
Residence Life staff assisted
a suicidal male in Grantham on
April 16. The Moorhead Police
Department and F-M ambulance
responded. The male was
transported to the local hospital.

A sexual assault was reported
in Grantham on April 16.
A parking lot sign was
vandalized in Lot D on April 16.
Two
individuals
were
referred to campus judicial for
disorderly conduct near Ballard
on April 16.
Two individuals were referred
to campus judicial for failure
to comply with university
officials on an alcohol violation
outside Nelson on April 17.
One individual was referred for
alcohol offense.
A motor vehicle accident was
reported in Lot N on April 17.

Parking open forum April 22
The MSUM parking committee is holding a campus-wide open
forum Friday, April 22 in CMU 204 from 11:00am to1:00pm
to discuss parking and permit changes for the 2011-2012 school
year. The three proposed changes are as follows:
1) Renaming the general (overflow) parking lots and the student
lots to “general parking.”
Currently there are “student” and “general” parking lots.
Changing the name would simplify parking.
2) Permit and ticket prices remain the same as the 2010-2011
year.
3) WR and WL lots classified as faculty/staff parking instead
of the current reserve status.
If you are unable to attend the open forum and would like to
discuss the proposed changes, feel free to contact the Public
Safety Parking Office at 218.477.2675 or email parking@mnstate.
edu

A&E
Juried art show gives students many beneficial opportunities
Thursday, April 21, 2011
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SADIE JONES
jonessad@mnstate.edu
Every spring, the MSUM art
gallery offers art students the
opportunity to display their work.

Students from any grade level can
present work from any medium.
Two pieces of work from the
past year of study can be submitted

Photos by Chris Franz• chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

Kaylyn Gerenz’s ‘Vessel’ (bottom) and Kate Robertson’s ‘Shoulder to
Shoulder’ are a few of many works displayed at the Juried Student Exhibition.

to be reviewed by a visiting juror
for admission into the show.
The visiting juror selects pieces
for the show and from those
selected pieces they decide which
win awards. Of the 146 pieces
submitted for acceptance, 80 made
it into to the show.
This year’s visiting juror was
Lisa Elder Melander, an MSUM
alumna who works as a corporate
curator for the Target Corp. in
Minneapolis.
“We bring in very impressive
names for jurors. So (students)
know they’re being reviewed by
highly respected artists or curators
or art historians. These are people
who are professionally renowned
in their field,” said Carl Oltvedt,
professor of art and design.
Mary Kinstler, an MSUM senior
fine arts student and winner of Best
of Show, feels that the juried art
show benefits students in multiple
ways.
“Entering art shows and
competitions is a great way to
see what other artists are doing,
meet new people, and to get a
feel as to what audiences might
appreciate your art the most,”
Kinstler said. “Being in as many
exhibitions as you can looks great
on a resume and winning awards is
a memorable experience.”
Amanda Heidt, a senior with
an emphasis in printmaking, also
submitted two pieces that were
accepted into the show.
“I just think it’s a really good

Film ‘Paul’ good for Safari viewing

Poster for the movie “Paul.”

JUSTIN SCHROEPFER
schroeju@mnstate.edu

For a fun time at the movies,
consider Greg Mottola’s film
“Paul.”

“Paul,” a film about a couple
of British comic book nerds
visiting the states who have a
close encounter with an alien
named Paul, stars Simon Pegg
(Shaun of the Dead), Nick Frost
(Hot Fuzz), and Seth Rogen

(Knocked Up) as the voice of
Paul the alien. The film also
features a slew of cameos,
including Jane Lynch (Glee)
and Jason Bateman (Arrested
Devlopment).
The film opens up with Pegg
and Frost visiting ComicCon,
a convention tailored toward
comic book and movie nerds.
At the convention, both the
characters and the audience are
treated to numerous references
to “Star Wars,” “Star Trek,”
and “Lord of the Rings.” These
references, some more subtle
than others, occur throughout
the film and can add another
layer of humor for some
viewers, but only if they are in
on the joke.
The theme of anti-creationism
was rather blunt at times.
At one point in the film, the
alien Paul crosses paths with
a devout creationist and they
have a brief exchange about the
origins of life. Paul then helps
the creationist change her way
of thought. He also teaches her
how to curse, including such
phrases as “You bet your hairy
love-eggs!”
In the end, “Paul” is by no
means a bad film, but it is
definitely not for everyone and
definitely not worth $9. Wait
until it’s at the Safari.

Jenny Christen’s ‘Seriously’ was one of many works that was on display at the Juried Student
Exhibition in the CA gallery.

opportunity that the department
gives us. Just to allow us to
show our work and to see what
everybody else in the department
is doing.”
Twelve awards were given
totaling $2,055 through the
donations of community members,

the Alumni Foundation, the dean of
arts and humanities, the women’s
studies department and student
entry fees.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
sadielizjones.blogspot.com

Opinion
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Advocate Editorial Board
Logo debate a chance
to be heard
The MSUM marketing department is hosting an open
forum at 8:30 on April 21 in the CMU ballroom to
discuss a new academic logo for the school. This
decision has been somewhat controversial, with heated
debates appearing on a Facebook group entitled “Bring
Back the Dragon!!”
Several students expressed frustration about the
decision, which will make separate logos for the
academic and athletic sides of the school. The
complaints range from calling a two-logo approach
divisive to calling it unnecessary and wasteful.
These concerns appear to be misplaced. Having
two logos, one for academics and one for athletics,
is standard practice for area colleges. Of course,
that doesn’t mean it is a wise choice, but it isn’t an
unprecedented one.
MSUM’s financial concerns have also been used in
arguing against this change, arguing that the money
can be used on more important things. Since this is a
marketing decision, it is reasonable to desire that the
change pays for itself by increasing revenue.

Letter to the editor
Dear Advocate Editor,
As the Current President of
the College Republicans here
at MSUM, I feel that I cannot
let Matt Lech’s article go
unanswered. Matt never asked
me anything, so I strongly doubt
he asked any other Republicans
anything either. His facts are
not only questionable they are in
some cases blatantly wrong. First,
In the 1950s the Marginal tax rate
may have been what he said it
was, but he failed to tell what
that means. It did not mean that
someone making $1,000,000.00
had to pay over $900,000 in taxes.
It does mean they paid a lot more
then than they do now. It still
isn’t right. Just because you
make more money doesn’t mean
you should pay higher taxes.
There is not a Revenue shortage
in Washington. During FY 2010,
the federal government collected
approximately $2.16 trillion in
tax revenue. The problem is
spending, and the overinflated
size of the Government. The
founding fathers could never

even have conceived of the
Government getting this big.
Republicans are opposed to
governments telling people what
kind of light bulb they can buy, or
where there children can eat. The
left wants to blame McDonalds
for the obesity problem, instead
of blaming the real culprits,
the CSPI.
The Center for
Science in the Public Interest,
the organization that warned us
about Trans fats, is the same
organization that recommended
them in the first place. The
government is filled with this
kind of waste.
They preach
separation of church and state,
and yet they tell you when and
where you can’t pray. Matt
criticizes the Republican Tax
cuts, but he fails to mention
that every time in History that
a President has cut Taxes AND
spending the economy improves.
Here is why, when the taxes are
reduced, there is more money
in the economy for businesses
to expand and grow, this creates
more jobs, and more consumer

BY TARA SCHUELLER
schuelleta@mnstate.edu
I’ve always been a fan of
the written word, though I do
admit since the introduction of
the Mac into my life the quality
of my penmanship has suffered
dramatically. Nevertheless, I
think back on the days when the
only means of communication
was through a hand written letter
and I find myself sorely missing
the idea of ‘sealed with a kiss.’
Yes, it takes longer. Yes, you
might waste a few pieces of paper
due to spelling errors, and yes,

you may even get a paper cut for
your troubles. There are many
small reasons like these not to
bother with hand writing a letter:
an email is fast, a tweet is simple,
a phone call is direct and a blog
update is like a public journal,
but have you ever found yourself
waiting for the mail? Waiting
to see if someone has taken the
time out of his or her day to send
you something? And have you
ever seen a clean white envelope
among the stack of bills, or
magazines or flyers, that says
simply, “Dear You,” and felt a
smile come to your face?
Curiosity peaks as you tear the
seal and open the folded pages.
Messy or neat, the hand written
scrawl looks brilliant. You read
and you suddenly know what
someone was thinking at a single
moment that you now hold in
your hand. A single moment
when you were not at their side is
now immortalized on paper.
The letter is a secret that a
person gives you as if saying,
“No one knows these words but
you.” That letter is an experience,

COSMETOLOGY | ESTHETICS | NAIL TECHNOLOGY | MASSAGE THERAPY

DAY & EVENING
1825 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.233.3161

409 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616

1506 Central Ave. NE
E. Grand Forks, MN
218.773.9997

517 Washington Ave.
Detroit Lakes, MN
218.847.1099

Glassblower owned | visit http://mellowmood.co

confidence which helps the stock
market. Since the Government’s
money is the people’s money
then the government’s spending
must decrease as well, otherwise,
consumer confidence is gone and
people hold onto their money
in fear of not being able to
get it back. It happened when
Coolidge did it, when Kennedy
did it, when Reagan did it and
it happened when Clinton did it.
When Bush cut taxes, spending
did not get cut. That is why it
didn’t help the economy. That
and the fact that we are at WAR!
Despite what Harry Reid said, we
did not lose in IRAQ. Freedom is
now spreading across the Middle
East, just like the Republicans
said it would. A strong military
is necessary. George Washington
once said “To be prepared for war
is one of the most effective means
of preserving peace.”
Wesley Eskildsen

Note: All letters to the
editor are printed as
recieved.

Dear someone in April

The open forum is a great opportunity to get involved
with MSUM’s decision-making process. Though
The Advocate suspects that the negative reaction to
the decision is overblown, it’s important use these
opportunities to actively engage in campus decisionmaking.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and
must include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office

Thursday, April 21, 2011

COURSES AVAILABLE

Financial aid available for students who qualify.

ADMISSIONS
MENU OF SERVICES
$11
701.478.1772 x104 Haircut
Color
$25
Highlights
$35
APPOINTMENTS
Manicure
$15
Pedicure
$21
701.451.9100
Facial Treatment
$20
www.tspaFargo.com
All services performed by supervised students.
Above starting prices above may vary according
to student level.

not just for the news, but for the
connection it provides.
The month of April is National
Card and Letter Writing Month,
one of those ambiguous ‘holidays’
that no one pays attention to
unless they have to fill up a board
of things that make every month
or day special in some respect.
This April however, I would like
to propose an assignment to all
of you who read this. Take some
time and write a letter to someone.
Mom, dad, sibling, aunt, uncle,
cousin, child, grandparent, friend,
teacher, anyone at all. Talk about
anything: school, work, how
much you are starting to despise
your roommate, even just say
“Hi!” Spare some change for a
stamp and drop it in the mailbox
and do your part in the fight
against letting the written word
die. It’s simple and quick, and I
guarantee you’ll make someone’s
day.
Signing off and wishing you
happy writing,
Tara S.

Thursday, April 21, 2011
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Family and independence: an #IdentityCrisis

I’m going through a bit of an
identity crisis.
Earlier this month, my mother
visited my college campus for
the first time since dropping
me off as a credulous freshman
three years ago. Suburban

Chanhassen is four hours away,
so it’s excusable. In fact, it’s
probably essential.
If there’s any doubt, let me
stress that I love my family. I
do. I just don’t care to update
them on what I’m doing —
ever. It’s not that I loiter in
the tenderloin of Fargo or that
I want to maintain a mystique
about myself. I simply like days
when they aren’t bookended
with what-did-you-learn-atschool-today conversations. I
relish making private decisions.
After I first received my
driver’s license, I quickly grew
to resent telling my parents
where I was going whenever
I grabbed my keys. Just
saying the word, “mall” would
invisibly tether my car to the
garage.
Two months into my freshman

year of college, I drove to
Winnipeg without telling my
roommate or anyone else on
campus. It wasn’t exactly
on a whim — I had concert
tickets — but it was definitely
my first time crossing the
Canadian border. Armed with
my original birth certificate as
a substitute passport, I passed
through customs and navigated
my way into the city with only
handwritten directions that I
had hurriedly scribbled that
morning.
In the hours before the show, I
walked the streets and explored
several shops surrounding
the venue. I marveled at my
independence. I had wanted to
do something, so I did it. I was
my own person, untethered.
As more semesters passed,
I neglected replying to family

BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu
			
This past weekend, I spent
my Friday night taking what
I would call a skate down
memory lane. Though I know
I have been to this place before
(or so my mother says), I do
not have any recollection of it.
Skateland. Oh, what a place!
As soon as I walked through
the front doors I was whisked
away to simpler times by the
atmosphere of decades past.
The lobby smelled like smelly
feet and mildew unsuccessfully
masked by the aroma of
Applejack potpourri spray. The
carpet had a regurgitation of
geometric shapes reminiscent
of bygone days. A few of the
ceiling tiles had water damage
which seemed like age spots on
a once youthful face. To top it
off, they still accept checks but
not debit or credit cards.
Accompanied by Angie,
one of my sweetest and most
enjoyable friends, we opened
the large red doors after paying
by check and entered a portal to
the past. It was like I was four
again or an adult version of
myself in an earlier generation.
I felt like I could have been on
an episode of “Saved by the
Bell.” The only thing missing
was a human look-a-like of a
Ken doll and Screech.

We grabbed our skates and
headed toward a bench to tie
up the laces of our beige roller
skates with pride. I originally
had more confidence in my
skating skills since I know how
to shave the ice with hockey
skates, but reality hit me as
soon as I tried walking towards
the roller rink. I felt like a
toddler on wheels, a dangerous
combination.
While surveying the area
after I was somewhat stable on
my skates, I noticed the rink
had a large population of little
boys and girls supervised by
their loving parents and two
roller refs. There was also a
surprising array of high school
boys passing us on their roller
blades. However, our main
concern dealt with the lonely
men of the F-M area who have
nothing to do on Friday nights
but roller skate by themselves
with the hope of impressing
fast (on roller skates, that is)
women.
One man in particular was
obviously a regular. His
ponytail, which exceeded my
own by a foot, was tied back
like any responsible sportsman
to ensure visibility on the fast
track. He towered over us as
he asked me whether or not
I was going to join the limbo
contest, which I would have
if wheels weren’t involved
and if the competition would
have been taller than four feet.
After trying to strike up a few
more conversations with us,
he whizzed by backwards as
he gave me helpful tidbits of
advice that I never followed.
He displayed his skating skills
like it was a male mating
call. This forced us to put our
ignoring abilities on high.
After 45 more minutes of
Angie and me trying to zone
him out while we became

accustomed to roller skating
and avoiding the collapsing
kids surrounding our every
move, we noticed a little
drama on the opposite side.
Our skating stalker was keeled
over and a large mass of nineyear-old girls and two adults
were trying to aid him in his
time of need. The word on
the rink was that he had to
jump over a fallen child which
forced him to land in a painful
and precarious manner. He had
to sit on the sidelines after
that scrape. That daring deed
escalated his coolometer to
hero level in the eyes of all
Skateland kiddies. “To skate
and protect” is surely a motto
to stand by.
Though I do not wish sprained
ankles (or whatever happened
to him) upon anyone, it was
especially enjoyable being
there after that occurrence
without the obtrusive advice
from that pony-tailed predator.

BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu

A Portal to the Past

We now offer
computer repair services.
Call now to inquire about:

- Virus & Spyware removal
- Hardware upgrades
- Software troubleshooting
- Home networking setup
- Free Consultaion

emails. When my cellphone
warned me that “home” was
calling, my thumb would
invariably resort to the “send
to voicemail” button. As
unreasonable as that sounds,
I just wanted to live my life
privately.
So when my mother informed
me recently over fettuccine
alfredo that she had Googled
my name, I nearly choked. My
online identity is nothing like
my familial persona. I’m not
nearly as aloof and reticent on
Twitter or Tumblr as I am at
family reunions.
My thoughts scrambled.
Maybe I should have answered
more texts, more emails, more
unrelenting phone calls. If only
I had opened up my Facebook
profile a little more — so my
mom could’ve had access to my

activities and interests section
— maybe then this wouldn’t
have happened.
Sadly, that was all hindsight.
The closest thing to my soul
was split across multiple social
networks — and my mother had
almost certainly bookmarked
each of them under a “What
Tyler is currently up to” folder.
Would I have to censor myself
now? Tweet in abstract terms?
Scrobble only clean music?
I think I’ve already said too
much.
Hi, Mom. I’m doing fine.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
tylersorensen.blogspot.com

Illustration by Tate Mlady

Page 6, The Advocate

Features

Thursday, April 21, 2011

Education focused on changing elderly population
BY ERICA KINGSTON
andereri@mnstate.edu
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Professor of sociology, Sue Humphers-Ginther, is the head of the gerontology
department.

The oldest members of the
baby boomer generation are
turning 65 this year, hitting
retirement age. According to
gerontology professor Sue
Humphers-Ginther, this growth
of the elderly population means
a demand for professionals with
knowledge and experience in
aging.
With that demand, MSUM has
just the major to offer students:
gerontology.
One of the three programs
housed within the department of
sociology and criminal justice,
gerontology “explores the aging
processes of individuals and
societies, including the study
of physical, mental and social
changes,” said HumphersGinther, head of the gerontology
department.
The baby boomer generation,
people born between 1946 and
1964, are beginning to retire this
year, also becoming eligible for
Medicare and Social Security.
“Boomers themselves have
the opportunity to reinvent
themselves
and
change
the meaning of aging in our
society,” Humphers-Ginther
said. “Other sectors of society
will have to respond to and
accommodate population aging.
Expanded career opportunities
in gerontology … with increased
opportunities for innovative

ideas, programs and products
targeted to older adults.”
The increase of the elderly
population is expected to
continue well into the future,
Humphers-Ginther explained.
By 2030, one in five Americans
will be over 65 years old and
15-18 million people will be over
the age of 85.
“Students
who
study
gerontology can work in areas
such as health care, social
services,
long-term
care,
business, retail, housing, travel,
public policy, education and
transportation to name a few,”
Humphers-Ginther said.
Because the population is
related to or regularly comes in
contact with someone elderly,
gerontology can become a major
with interpersonal connections.
Rebecca Scott, a sophomore
majoring in gerontology and
sociology, chose her major
because of her grandma.
“I was raised mostly by my
grandmother and because of
this I have grown passionate
for the elder population,” Scott
said. “There is also a terrific job
outlook with the baby boomer
population starting to retire this
year.”
After graduation, Scott hopes
to work for the Alzheimer’s
Association.
“With the baby boomers
retiring and life expectancy on
the rise, Alzheimer’s will only
become more prevalent,” Scott

said. “And with there being no
known cure for this disease, I
hope to conduct social research
in this field and to help towards
the cure.”
The gerontology department
has received two grants this
year. One is for $200 and is
one of ten grants awarded to
colleges around the U.S. from
the Gerontological Society of
America and the Association
for Gerontology in Higher
Education.
This grant went toward the
Careers in Aging Week in
which MSUM hosted the annual
gerontology colloquium on April
13.
The second grant received
is worth considerably more
money. The Office of Women’s
Health in the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
gave $10,000. The grant was
awarded to the Northern Plains
Conference on Aging Disability
through Valley Senior Services
in Fargo. The grant will support
the 2011 conference that will be
held on October 4-6.
For more information on these
grants or on the gerontology
program, contact HumphersGinther at humphers@mnstate.edu.

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com

Tutti Frutti: ‘less sweet, more natural’
BY JOHN ENGER
engerjo@mnstate.edu

Everything about the new
Tutti Frutti frozen yogurt parlor
is bright and polished. The walls
are painted with the same happy
pastels as the yogurt itself. The
yogurt comes out of a row of
six shiny new machines and
is weighed at the register on
a buffed stainless steel scale,
by a bright young attendant, in
a bright new apron. Even the
highschoolers, who make up
the vast majority of the ample
clientele, are primped and painted
to a high gloss of optimism.
It’s happy. It’s modern. Imagine
an updated 1950s drug store —
Mayberry for the modern age.
Tutti Frutti is run a bit
differently than an average DQ.
There are 12 flavors of frozen
yogurt on tap. Customers fill
their own cups with any quantity
and combination of the flavors
and weigh it after running it
past a salad bar of toppings. It
costs 42 cents per ounce, which
works out to be roughly $5 to
fill the smallest cup. Steep,
but not exorbitant. The flavors
and toppings are on a rotating
schedule — the idea being, it’s a
different experience every time.
The place is full of

JESSICA FLEMMING • The Advocate

Tutti Frutti is located at 4900 13th Ave. S., Fargo.

highschoolers. It makes sense,
really. They can’t go to bars,
and only a select few consider
themselves intellectual enough
to go to the Starbucks in the
next strip mall slot. There are a

few stragglers — 40-somethings
who got lost on their way to
Applebee’s — but mainly the
clientele is split between guys
sporting flat-brimmed baseball
caps and dressed up girls in boy-

proof packs out on girl’s night.
They are trying to convince
themselves of their own
spontaneity — which is hard
since they are too young for
anything but frozen yogurt.

The yogurt itself is pretty
good. It’s naturally tart, which
complements the fruit flavors.
It feels quite a bit healthier than
a DQ blizzard — lighter, less
sweet, more natural. The flavors
are accurate. If the tap is labeled
“coconut” the yogurt will taste
like coconut — not a mixture
of chemicals designed to imitate
coconut, but actual coconut. It
doesn’t feel deadly which is
definitely a bonus.
It must be said, however, the
health selling point is slightly
over done. There is a big sign
mounted right over the topping
bar listing all the amazing health
benefits of yogurt. It’s true. At
one time the yogurt was a natural
culture growing in natural milk,
and it still tastes pretty natural,
but the fact is, now it’s a frozen
dessert.
Tutti Frutti is located right
between
Applebee’s
and
Starbucks and across from WallMart on 13th Ave. South in
Fargo.

To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
blockplane.blogspot.com
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Student uses nature to enhance beauty
BY KELSIE OKEEFE
okeeke@mnstate.edu

Brooke Kilber’s house is
a frenzy of emu, rooster and
pheasant feathers and there isn’t
a bird in sight.
Kilber,
a
sophomore
elementary inclusive major,
began putting feather extensions
in students’ hair during spring
break. She threads small pieces
of hair through metal micro links
and pinches in the feathers with
pliers. The feather extensions
can stay in for months and can
be washed, dried, curled and
styled.
“I saw people in the Urban
Outfitters ads with them in
December,” Kilber said. “I
looked into it and bought myself
a kit to do it. After that, I
wanted more and so did my
friends, so I bought the supplies
in bulk. After awhile, this litte
fundraiser started.”
Kilber is saving money to
attend the Luke18 Summer
Leadership Program. The
program is an in-depth, handson training program for college
students, campus ministry
leaders and young adult leaders
who desire to plant and fuel
prayer furnaces on their college
campuses or in their local
ministry context.
“It’s basically helping college
kids start prayer meetings on
their campus,” Kilber said.
The three-week internship
at the International House of
Prayer in Kansas City costs
$1,200 to attend.

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogstpot.com

Brooke Kilber attaches feathers and places a bead to keep them from falling out.

“I’m ready to, if you will,
spiritually grow up,” Kilber
said. “I want to be closer with
Jesus. I am hungry to know his
love and kindness, especially
toward college students.”
Though she says it’s been
difficult, Kilber is saving all
her feather extension funds to

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogstpot.com

Brooke Kilber has many different types of feathers to choose from.

attend the summer program.
She started around spring
break and has done about 50
people’s extensions. But she
says she is still “far, far, far
away” from saving $1,200 by
June 18.
“She told me about the
internship as she was putting
(the extensions) in my hair,”
said Lauren Wold, a senior in
sociology. “I think that selling
the feather extensions is a
really creative way to fundraise.
I don’t know much about the
International House of Prayer
but I hope that she meets her
goal and has a great time.”
Wold saw pictures of Kilber’s
feather extensions on her ads
around campus and decided to
give them a try.
“I get sick of the same old
hairstyle, so I like having the
option to mix it up without
doing a lot of damaging my
hair,” Wold said. “They can
be treated just like real hair,
they’re inexpensive, and they’re
a lot better for my hair than

Students Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org
• Saturday and Sunday staff needed. Earn wage plus
differential

Access of the Red River Valley
403 Center Ave 5th Floor
(US Bank Building)
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-233-3991
EEO/AA Employer

Curr Dr Lic/Ins/Clear background req.

dying it. I will absolutely get
more.”
Sarah Altmann also says she’ll
be getting more extensions.
Altmann, computer science
and information systems major,
heard about Kilber’s extensions
from a friend and couldn’t wait
to try something new.
“I love having lots of colors
in my hair,” Altmann said, “so
since they come in so many
different colors they are perfect.
I also love the fact that they are
temporary, so if I need to have
a tamer look I can.”
Though Kilber is adventurous
with her style she says feathers
can look good in anyone’s hair.
“I love to shop and try fun
things with clothes,” Kilber
said. “I love birds as well, so
in my mind anything that has to
do with a bird can’t go wrong.”
Whether Kilber makes her
fundraising goal or not, she’s
had fun doing the extensions
and meeting new people.
“I’ve been having a blast,”
Kilber said. “It’s sweet because

I get to meet a lot of different
people. I actually have become
friends with people that just
popped up on my doorstep for
feathers. It has been great and
very much fun.”
The extensions cost $5
per feather and $1 per metal
link. To have feathers put in
contact Kilber via phone at
701.870.5485, on her Facebook
page Feather Frenzie by B.
Kilber Designs or by email at
kilberbr@mnstate.edu.
“Some of my friends have
asked where I got mine and
I tell them to go to Brooke
because she was so chill about
everything and her prices beat
a lot of the others I have seen,”
Wold said. “I’m a little nervous
about what my grandma might
say over Easter. I’ll have to
reassure her that it’s only
temporary.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
kelsieokeefe.blogspot.com
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Landlords to be held accountable by students
BY KELSIE OKEEFE
okeeke@mnstate.edu

Though Ashley Hoeck’s
rental rating project has only
just begun, horror stories have
already come rolling in.
“In one (story), squirrels
burrowed their way into a
home’s walls, and then into
the home itself, quickly taking
over an entire floor,” Hoeck,
Student Senate marketing chair,
said. “In another, a live wire
hanging down from a cupboard
had
electrocuted
various
individuals. In both cases, the
landlords were made aware of
the problems multiple times,
but nothing got done. There are
many stories like this.”
Hoeck’s project started
after getting to know MSUM
students renting in Moorhead
who say rental availabilty in
the area surrounding campus
can be pretty competitive.
“Because of this,” Hoeck
said, “I think that some
landlords, who may not be as
concerned about students as

others, may take advantage of
students without having to be
accountable for it. I want these
practices to end.”
Hoeck aims to develop
a program holding local
landlords more accountable
while helping students trying
to rent.
“My goal would be to
construct some sort of database
that students could leave
feedback on, kind of like an
eBay seller profile,” Hoeck
said. “Students could see who
other students have rented from,
and what kind of experiences
they had from them. That way,
good landlords and ones who
respected students and treated
them fairly, could get more
business, and hopefully bad
landlords would start to be held
more accountable.”
Hoeck
has
been
communicating with Moorhead
City Council and MSUM
administration to see what can
be done to help students who
are renting.
“When I met with President

Edna,” Hoeck said. “I was told
that there wouldn’t really be
a way that the administration
could help me out, since the
university cannot be put into
a position to seem as if it was
endorsing a certain company or
landlord.”
They recommended Hoeck
start
her
own
website,
similar to “Angie’s List,”
rating contractors and other
professionals. Though it may
be a good suggestion, it’s a
“giant roadblock” for Hoeck
who has neither the money nor
the necessary knowledge to
design and maintain her own
site.
“I’m hoping that I can work
further with Moorhead City
Council since I wanted this
project to be up and running by
fall for the incoming freshmen
and transfer students, as well as
students returning to the area
who are going to be signing
new leases,” Hoeck said.
Moorhead City Council is
working with Lisa Vatnsdal,
neighborhood
services

manager, to conduct a citywide, comprehensive housing
market study. The study is a
planning tool to ensure that
as the city moves forward,
the housing options available
to residents and prospective
residents are appealing and
appropriate.
“Students are a significant
population in Moorhead’s
housing market,” Vatnsdal said,
“and we’re asking students to
complete a survey to tell us
more about where they live and
why.”
Hoeck will possibly be
working with Vatnsdal to
provide more resources to
students who are renting.
“Just as landlords check
backgrounds of prospective
tenants,”
Vatnsdal
said,
“students and other renters
should
make
informed
decisions,
and
consumer
reviews may be helpful to
making housing decisions.
The property’s inspection
records are another source of
information.”

Hoeck’s project aims to
provide another source to help
make informed decisions about
renting.
“I have been pretty lucky
to have positive renting
experiences so far,” Hoeck
said. “I feel so horrible for the
students that I have heard from,
since I can only imagine how
difficult it is to deal with these
kinds of problems, in addition
to trying to go to school, work
and have a social life.”
Hoeck has received feedback
from some students, but
not nearly enough to begin
launching her project. She has
had little success with mass
emails and says she needs “a
lot more feedback.”
Students wanting to help
others looking to rent by
sharing their stories can send
both positive and negative
feedback with specific rental
agency names and rental dates
to hoeckas@mnstate.edu.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
kelsieokeefe.blogspot.com

CONFERENCE,
FROM FRONT
“Moorhead Gangs”
Crystal Smith, a junior
criminal justice major, took a
deeper look into gang activity
in Moorhead.
Smith chose the topic because
she was curious about gang
activity in the area and thought
it would be an interesting topic.
“I’ve always been interested
in crime shows and mysteries
and stuff,” Smith said.
Smith
conducted
her
research through interviews,
including her primary source
Chris Martin, the detective in
charge of gang and narcotics
investigations
for
the
Moorhead police department,
and Nick Leonard, an MSUM
psychology professor who’s
worked with gang families in
Chicago.
One of Smith’s major
concerns in presenting was to
make sure it was done in a way
as not to sensationalize gang
violence.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
mattjbeckman.blogspot.com

MODEL UN, FROM
FRONT
ideologies at work in front of
them. Students learn “how the
U.N. functions; how one person
can be a barrier to progress,”
Rolando said.
Students are placed in reallife situations dealing with what
Peterson called multi-dimentional
issues and are taught how to solve
them.
For those interested in
participating in Model U.N.,
contact
Conteh.
Informal
meetings are held throughout the
fall and registration for the twocredit course occurs the following
spring.
The workload is described by
Rolando as meeting about one
hour a week for preparation, and
most of the time spent is for the
conference itself, which students

Hundreds of students and faculty participate in the Student Academic Conference luncheon on Tuesday.

are allowed to skip other classes
for.
Conteh said there is a role
for everyone regardless of
their major. From social work
to bioscience, most majors will
find a committee that suits them.
Students can participate for a
maximum of two years to prevent
it from forming into, in Conteh’s
words, “an elitist club.”
The co-presidents have said
they hope the success this year
will convince MSUM to help
fund their participation in the
Chicago National Model U.N., a
more competitive and renowned
program. The students want it,
but the cost holds them back.
For more information, go to
www.arrowheadmun.org
or
email Peterson or Conteh at
petersonma@mnstate.edu
or
conteh@mnstate.edu.
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CHARISM: Serving low-income families
BY TONY DAHLEN
dahlento@mnstate.edu

College students can help
bridge the gap between the
working class and povertystricken with an organization
whose vision for the future is
inspiring.
“What if someone could step
in and offer a hand that could
bridge that gap that all children,
no matter what country they are
from, or how much money their
household makes, could have the
same chance at a great life?” said
Emily Gunkleman, CHARISM
fund development coordinator.
“Well, that’s exactly what
CHARISM does; CHARISM
shines the diamonds in the
rough. CHARISM is hope.”
CHARISM is a nonprofit
organization serving low-income
families and children in two
Fargo communities. Established
in 1994, CHARISM has grown
to be the leading organization
serving this population in the
community. Their programs
have evolved over the years to
specifically cater to the atypical
needs for low-income, and
often New American, children
and families. CHARISM has a
Community Cares Program for
basic needs and family support,
after school and summer camp
programs for kids, as well
as holiday and family events
throughout the year.

“What gives me passion for
working at CHARISM is the fact
that the programs we offer to the
youth build personal skills that
the youth will use for their whole
lives,” said Shanda Bultsma,
CHARISM youth development
director. “We teach the youth
the value of life and education,
the importance of respecting
others and themselves, the
determination to work hard and
have self worth. I love watching
the youth succeed and try things
they’ve never done before.”
Emily Gunkleman, fund
development coordinator agrees
with Bultsma.
“The kids and families get
something here where otherwise
there would be nothing,” she
said. “The gap in opportunity,
education, self belief and respect
for those Fargo-born and working
class to those foreign-born and
poverty class is noticeable and
a reality.”
The children benefit and
grow throughout the year with
college-aged mentors as well
as programs that build their
character and values.
“The work that is being done
works to help positively change
at-risk communities in Fargo,”
Bultsma said. “This is unique
in the fact that kids and families
can come to our programming
multiple times and see the
positive development that is
taking place in their children and

neighborhoods.”
There are different ways
students can get involved with
CHARISM and make an impact
in the future of children and
families in need.
“People can personally get
involved with CHARISM by
donating their time towards the
mission,” Bultsma said. “They
can spend time volunteering
at our programs and with our
families. People can also be
involved by donating their
financial support or supplies
to the programs.
Because
CHARISM is a nonprofit, we
are always in need of monetary
support and donated supplies to
make our programs possible.”
CHARISM is a proud part
of this year’s Fargo Marathon’s
Go Far Charity Challenge.
Runners in any of the Fargo
Marathon races can sign up to
“Run for a Reason,” and run for
CHARISM. Perks for running
with CHARISM include: a
free massage after the race, a
CHARISM T-shirt, opportunities
to get involved with the kids
at CHARISM, and discounts at
local running apparel stores.
Students interested in learning
more about how to make an impact
at CHARISM or “Running for a
Reason” in the Fargo Marathon
can contact Gunkleman at
emilygunkleman@gmail.com.

Students take first at
24-hour competition
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

A team of four MSUM students
took first place at a 24-hour
business case competition at
Metropolitan State University in
the Twin Cities.
It was the first time Metro
State had this competition and
the first time MSUM had entered
a competition of this kind.
“We only took first out of two
teams, but to me, the other team
was really intimidating,” senior
finance major Stephanie Mahrer
said.
MSUM was competing against
the host school, Metro State.
The team of students consisted
of Mahrer, senior accounting
major Yulia Murzaeva, junior
computer information systems
major Rob Hatfield and
marketing major Andrea Rachel.
The team was assembled and
coached by professors Olgun
Sahin, Sheri Erickson, Jerry
Kuperman and Vinod Lall of the
MSUM College of Business and
Industry.
During the competition, each
team analyzed a business case
related to information technology
in 24 hours and presented their
findings to a panel of judges. All
of the judges were professionals
in the information technology
field.
The rules for the competition
were strict.
“We had to be in our hotel

rooms the whole time,” she
said. “We had to have the door
propped open; we couldn’t use
our cellphones; we couldn’t talk
to our teachers; we couldn’t use
Facebook.”
Mahrer said they only interacted
with the other team a couple of
times, and interacted with no one
else except competition officials.
“You had to have your door
propped open for the TAs from
Metro State that checked in on
you,” Hatfield said.
Mahrer said the team met
each other only a month before
competition, and only had that
time to prepare.
“One of the things that the
judges were really impressed
with was that we didn’t know
each other,” Mahrer said.
She explained that the team
prepared by working through
case studies similar to the one
that would be presented at the
competition.
“All we knew was it was

about information technology,”
Mahrer said, “and we’d have a
24-hour period to analyze the
case, prepare certain parts like
a PowerPoint presentation, a
risk plan, an architecture plan,
process diagram, a budget,
financial report and then after 24
hours we were going to present it
to a panel of judges.”
Mahrer, Hatfield and Murzaeva
recommend
that
students
participate in this competition.
“It is a great experience,”
Murzaeva said, “especially due
to the fact that we won. But even
if we didn’t, I would still say
the same. This competition gives
students a chance to break away
from studies, work and whatever
else they might have in their
lives and just concentrate on this
business case and its problem. I
feel like it was very refreshing.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com

Submitted photo

Kids eat hotdogs at a summer program for kids put on by CHARISM.
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Services

FREE Pregnancy testing
and confirmation
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
or 701.237.6530

For Rent

Large 2 Bedroom
apartments for lease
starting June 1st. $300 per
month summer rate, goes
to 475 per month in the
fall. Or start August 1st at
$475 per month. Heat and
water paid.
Call Jon @ 218-790-4866.

For Rent

Reserve your apartment or
house now for
2011 school year.
Many options available.
1,2,3 bedroom apartments
3,4,5 bedroom houses
Washer/Dryers and
parking included
Units available near
MSUM, NDSU, Concordia
We update our website
everyday. Log on or call
today for a showing.
RKAK Realty & Property
Management, Inc
www.RkakRentals.com
Phone: 218-227-0000

For Rent

Employment

Employment

Dragon Athletics is seeking
2011-12 Interns. Duties
may include: promotions,
media relations, public
relations, video and
graphics production,
marketing and more.
Inquire by emailing
Dragon Athletics at
dragonathletics@
mnstate.edu

RECENTLY
REDECORATED
3 bedroom apartment, heat
and water paid, off street
parking. This is a crime
free building, no smoking,
no pets. $650/mo.
218-233-1545 or
218-233-5026.
Female student wanted to
help with 89-year-old lady.
Would live-in and work
2-3 shifts per week for
free rent. Located across
the street from campus
in a big house. For more
information call 277-5652.

For Rent

1-2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS near MSUM.
$385 - $540 based on
size and location.
Heat and Water Paid,
NO PETS.
Call Patty at the Property
Shop 701-238-2284

Employment

Looking for Fun
Individuals to work
at a new bar opening
in downtown Fargo.
The Pickled Parrot is
coming soon. Seeking
experienced Bartenders
and Servers to join our
team. No experience?
You can still apply. Email
pickeledparrotbar@gmail.
com for application
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Dragon Fire Walk reaches financial goal
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

www.dragonwalk.com

On a cold and wintery April
weekend, the winds shifted in
the favor of MSUM athletics
as the Dragon Fire Walk for
Athletics surpassed its financial
goal.
“I think that it went really
well,” said Gloria Riopelle,
assistant to the athletics
director. “The weather didn’t
cooperate the way we wanted
it to but we still had a good
turnout. The flood I think hurt
us a little bit.”
A total of 333 individuals
registered for the various
events during the Dragon Fire
Walk but only 265 people
faced the elements to actually
participate.
The event generated $64,166
for athletic scholarships and
that number is anticipated to
grow.
“We will continue to take
last-minute donations and we
are probably going to keep it
open for another two weeks or
so,” Riopelle said.
The financial goal set for the
event was $50,000 and it was
achieved with the help of some
outside groups that support
MSUM athletics.
Prior to the event, the
bookstore held the Walk the

Dragon event in which $3
was donated per six-site route
walked on campus April 11-15.
For the first time, the
bookstore reached its financial
goal of donating $5,000 toward
athletics scholarships.
A silent auction raised $1,700
during the event and the team
with the largest financial
contribution was the women’s
basketball team that raised
$7,480.
Last year the event took in
$152,000 for MSUM athletic
scholarships.
“Because of the growth of
this event and sponsorships
within athletics, it made sense to
specialize and focus in some areas
like corporate sponsorships,”
Riopelle said. “Now a business
can either be an event sponsor or
a corporate sponsor and in many
cases the dollars that have come
into the athletics department
overall has increased, but not
all of it went specifically to the
Dragon Walk. The end result is
that we are able to better meet the
needs of our corporate sponsors
and at the same time raise more
money for Dragon athletics.”
A key part of the fundraising
effort is the amount of alumni
that participate and donate to
the event.
“We were very happy with
the amount of alumni that

came,” Riopelle said. “There
were quite a few that came. I
noticed some that came last
year, came again this year and
hopefully that tradition will
continue to grow. ”
One new aspect of this year’s
event was 106.9 The Eagle was
broadcasting live from the
event Friday and Saturday.
“I was very happy with
the support that we got from
106.9,” Riopelle said. “They
did a great job and they (did
some) interviews live on
the radio which was a great
opportunity to help us get our
message out.”
Since the Dragon Fire Walk
is such an important event for
MSUM athletics, the planning
process will start shortly after
the closure of this year’s event.
“We’ll probably give it a
week just to wrap up,” Riopelle
said. “But I think a group is
going to get together next week
and evaluate it and see what
could be changed and then we
will get the dates for next year
and start to plan. We would
like to get registration for next
year’s event up by probably
July or August.”
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

SPRING SHOWING
JESSICA FLEMING • The Advocate

The MSUM football offensive unit scored two touchdowns on the defensive players as the Dragons had their first spring scrimmage on Saturday as part of the Dragon Fire Walk for Athletics in Alex
Nemzek Stadium. Quarterback Kevin Koch scored twice on two short runs for the offensive squad.
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Golf prepares for conference tournament, closes out season
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

The MSUM women’s golf team
ends the second half of its season
at the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference Tournament starting Friday
at the Brandon (S.D.) Golf Course.
“Our fall season is our main season
strictly because the weather is better
and not many courses open up in time
for us to compete everywhere in the
spring,” junior Brittany Burke said.
Burke, who has played golf all
three years she has been at MSUM,
is graduating early and the upcoming
conference tournament marks the end of
her Dragon career.
“I actually didn’t think this day was
ever going to come, that my last meet
was going to be here in a week,” Burke
said.
The golf team consists of five athletes
and a coach. The team is made up of
two freshmen, two sophomores and
Burke, a junior.
“It’s fun, I really enjoy the girls,”
Burke said. “It has been different for me
because as a freshman, I knew all the
girls on the team since my sister played.
So now, having to adjust to all the new
girls coming in, it has been a really fun
experience.”

With the majority of the athletes
on the team being underclassmen, the
season has had its share of growing
pains.
“We are kind of a young team, so it
is just more the experience factor for us
right now. It is a learning experience for
everyone,” Burke said. “Our younger
girls are getting more experience and it
is helping them a lot. They are not so
nervous, they are more confident in the
way that they play and that helps out.”
Tracie Bents is in her 11th season
as the Dragons’ head golf coach after
taking the position in 2000.

“

We are kind of a young team, so it is
just more the experience factor for us
right now. It is a learning experience for
everyone. Our younger girls are getting
more experience and it is helping them
a lot. They are not so nervous, they are
more confident in the way that they play
and that helps out.
Junior Brittany Burke
“She is a great coach,” Burke said.
“She played golf herself here and was

Submitted photo

very successful at doing it so she has a
lot of good stuff to offer us.”
When weather permits, the Dragons
practice at Meadows or Village Green
Golf Course, both in Moorhead. If the
temperature is not vindictive for golf,
the women practice inside the Sports
Bubble in Fargo.
Golf is mainly an individual sport but
for some tournaments, the team score is
also calculated.
“We actually take individual scores
and team scores if it comes down to
that,” Burke said. “So our team score
is very important for us. It is actually
more important than our individual
scores. It is definitely a necessary thing
for everybody to stay positive and stick
with it.”
As a small squad, the Dragons are at a
disadvantage in the conference.

Intramural office
continues to adapt
BY DANIEL DETERMAN
determda@mnstate.edu

The MSUM intramural department has made
many changes since the summer of 2010 and
there are plenty more to come.
The biggest recent change has been the use of
Athleague, a website similar to a social network
that makes schedules for the staff and allows
participants to see not only the schedules, but
also their records and that of opposing teams.
“Before Athleague, a participant would have
to email (the intramural staff) a form with
the names, Dragon ID numbers and contact
information of all the players they would like to
have on that team,” said Marnie Sundeen, one
of two managers in the intramural office. “Then
we would have to compile these forms, make a
schedule manually and then email it out to all
the players. Now a player simply registers on
the site, and they can then create a team and add
themselves to whatever league they want. It has
certainly streamlined the way we set up a sport.”
Another big change for the department is a
series of new sport leagues that are being tried
out. These sports include tennis, badminton,
broomball and wallyball — essentially volleyball,
but it is played on a racquetball court so players
can play the ball off the walls.
“We have had several people asking for these
sports,” Sundeen said. “So we decided to try
them out and they were very successful.”
Another technique being used is the no
registration league. The department is currently
trying an ultimate Frisbee league where
participants can simply show up with their
Dragon ID and make teams when they get
there. So far, this has brought an extra 12 to 15
participants to intramurals per night. There is

also an intramural hockey league in the fall that
is set up that way.
The intramural staff’s trips to the National
Intramural-Recreational Sports Association
conference in Anaheim, Calif., in 2010 and
in New Orleans in 2011 were important steps
toward creating new ideas and improving their
methods.
“We were able to talk to the guys from
Athleague, and they were able to convince
us to switch over to their method of league
organization,” Sundeen said. “The biggest thing,
though, that gave us new ideas was talking
to other intramural workers from across the
country. Just by sitting down and talking to other
universities, we were able to get some great
ideas, not to mention give a few.”
While the staff has made several changes
already, that doesn’t mean they are finished. One
future change being discussed is one that will
most likely be rather unpopular: they plan to start
charging people to play intramurals. Intramurals
on this campus have always been free with the
exception of hockey, which requires renting the
Moorhead Youth Hockey Arena for four hours
a week. Many schools in the nation already
require students to pay.
“I’m sure most people won’t like it,” Sundeen
said. “But this way, we can always make sure
they have the best equipment. Also, if they have
to pay to play, then they have more incentive to
play, which should lead to fewer forfeits.”
Many changes are being made, but they are
definitely positive changes that are meant to
enrich the experiences of students that participate.

“We are one of the smaller schools in
the conference,” Burke said. “We play
schools like Augustana, Concordia - St.
Paul and Upper Iowa and they all have
obviously a lot of money to recruit very
good players. We face some very tough
teams.”
For Burke, this tournament ends her
career but for the younger golfers, the
conference tournament brings with it an
opportunity for competition and growth
against quality opponents.
“For myself, I just want to improve
on what I have been doing and enjoy it
because it is my last meet,” Burke said.
“For the girls, I hope they take it as a
positive experience and just use it as
preparation for years to come.”
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

